LORD RIDDELL'S INTIMATE DIARY OF          [June im

L. G. : These things do not really matter. What you have
to deal with are the big things that really make a difference.
Take for example the bread subsidy. If we abolished it, no
doubt the result would be to bring about increased demands
for wages and to start the vicious circle revolving once more,
In fact, most of the large items are questions of policy. I did
think of taking the Exchequer myself, but I don't see how I
could do the work.

R. : That would be absurd. There is too much concen-
tration already. I don't quite agree about the expenditure. I
think the small apparent items matter from the psychological
point of view.

L. G. : I am not sure that we have not been too liberal
with the war pensions.

I asked him what he thought of Worthington-Evans. He
said, " Quite a capable man. I am going to take him to Spa.
He might make a good Chancellor. He would take advice and
has pretty good judgment. But Austen Chamberlain is much
better in the House. He is a good speaker, with an excellent
Parliamentary manner."

We spoke of the situation in Turkey. I said, " Do you
think it was wise to give Smyrna to the Greeks1 ? "

L. G. : I have no doubt about it. You must decide whom
you are going to back. The Turks nearly brought about
our defeat in the war. It was a near thing. You cannot trust
them and they are a decadent race. The Greeks, on the other
hand, are our friends, and they are a rising people. We want
to be on good terms with the Greeks and Italians.

We must secure Constantinople and the Dardanelles.
You cannot do that effectively without crushing the Turkish
power. Of course the military are against the Greeks. They
always have been. They favour the Turks. The military are
confirmed Tories. It is the Tory policy to support the Turks.
They hate the Greeks. That is why Henry Wilson, who is a
Tory of the most crusted kind, is so much opposed to what we
have done.

1 After the Armistice the Allies were unable to reach agreement on the
Turkish Peace, and in May 1919 the Greek Army knded at Smyrna under the
protection of the British, French and American fleets.
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